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This activity accompanies the above article ‘The hunt is on’.

Below is a list of the most stable isotopes of the first 20 elements in the Periodic
Table. Stability here is defined as something that exists for 10 days or more. These
isotopes may exist in tiny amounts.
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Task: Organise the isotopes into a graph. On the x axis (horizontal) put the atomic
number of the element, you'll need to look this up on your Periodic Table. Onthey
axis (vertical) the isotope mass (scale from 0 to 50). You might want to use different
colours for each of the isotopes to make your work easy to read.

Extension task: Organise the isotopes into a graph to show the relationship
between the number of protons and the number of neutrons in the isotope.

Criteria you need to follow for a graph

v' Axes and plotted points in pencil

v' Axes labels and scale in pen

v Sensible scale

v Plotted points cover at least half the paper
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