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Detect, recall, solve

• Detect the command words 
and information in the 
question (highlight them)

• Recall the relevant 
information you know

• Solve by linking the 
information in the question 
with your knowledge (use 
logical bullet points)

1.Detect 
2. Recall 
3. Solve
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Students often need reminding to ‘read the question’ and could use the ‘detect, recall, solve’ technique for this:
Detect and highlight the command words and information in the question.
Recall facts linked to the topic.
Solve by responding to the commands in the questions.

Students need to check they have responded to each part of the question, tick them off, and check spellings of keywords. You can also integrate structure strips here to help.
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Q1 Try it yourself

1.Detect 
2. Recall 
3. Solve
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This question comes from the Higher Paper 2 (2018)
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Detect the command words, 
and information in the 
question (highlight)

Recall: The carbon cycle. What 
processes change the amount 
of CO2 in the atmosphere?

Solve: Link the information and 
your knowledge. Use ‘because’ 
to link cause and effect.
Eg. This difference exists 
because this process occurred.

(logical, bullet points)

Detect and 
highlight the 
command 
words.

Detect the 
differences 
between 
Venus’ and 
Earth’s 
atmosphere.

Recall the 
processes in 
the carbon 
cycle

Solve: Link 
the changes 
in the amount 
of CO2 and O2
to the 
processes in 
the carbon 
cycle.
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With integrated structure strips to help students answer the question using detect, recall, solve.
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Q2 Try it yourself

1.Detect 
2. Recall 
3. Solve
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Detect and 
highlight the 
command words.

Which metal oxide 
and dilute acid will 
you need to use?

List the equipment 
you will need.

What 
processes need to 
happen to form dry 
salt crystals?

Give instructions in 
a logical 
order, you may 
use bullet points

Detect the command 
words, and information
in the question 
(highlight)

Recall: The equipment 
needed, the processes 
and the safety required.

Solve: Write the steps in 
a logical sequence. You 
may use bullet points or 
a numbered list.

You may use diagrams if 
you wish.

(logical, bullet points)
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