
The atmosphere surrounds 
and protects Earth, making 
life possible. It has five 
main layers. 

The Earth’s  
atmosphere

rsc.li/3MdKVxx

Did you know ...?
The gases that make up the 
atmosphere have changed 

over time. The original 
atmosphere was made up of 
mainly carbon dioxide. Now 

the atmosphere is mainly 
nitrogen and oxygen. 
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